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A monthly snapshot of peace stories, insight, and inspiration. 

  

United Nations Day: Connecting the Work 

of UPF with the Global Community 

  

October 24 marks United Nations Day, commemorating the entry into force of the United Nations 

Charter in 1945. For UPF, the occasion is an opportunity to highlight the important role of civil 

society in advancing peace and international cooperation. UPF is an NGO in General 

Consultative Status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), providing 

opportunities to participate in UN discussions and contribute the perspectives and experience 

of its global network of Ambassadors for Peace and partner organizations. 

UPF’s work in interfaith cooperation, family and marriage, service, sustainable development, 

women's empowerment and conflict mediation connects with many of the issues addressed by 

the United Nations. Through its UN relationship, UPF helps connect local and community-based 

peacebuilding with the broader international conversation. United Nations Day is a reminder 

that building peace requires cooperation at every level, from individuals and communities to 

nations and international institutions. 

  



 

 

 

  

Ambassador for Peace Spotlight 

  

   
 

Valery Merritt, a minister of the Church of 

Scientology and caretaker of the L. Ron Hubbard 

Landmark Site in Elizabeth, New Jersey, helps 

preserve an important chapter in the history of 

Dianetics and Scientology. Following the 1950 

publication of Dianetics: The Modern Science of 

Mental Health, Hubbard’s Elizabeth residence 

temporarily housed the first Hubbard Dianetic 

Research Foundation, where he presented some 

of his first public Dianetics lectures and 

demonstrations. 

 

As an Ambassador for Peace, Valery welcomes 

visitors to this historic site, offering an opportunity 

to walk in the footsteps of L. Ron Hubbard and 

explore his humanitarian work. Through 

educational programs and community 

partnerships, she helps connect the site’s history 

with broader efforts to share practical tools and 

encourage humanitarian service. 
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Faith Leaders Unite in Prayer at  

“God’s Hope Is America” Gathering 

           

 

Hundreds of clergy, faith leaders, and guests gathered September 20 at The Washington Times 

building in Washington, D.C., for “God’s Hope Is America,” an interfaith gathering co-hosted by 

the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification USA, with UPF helping host the event. 

Participants from diverse faith traditions joined in prayer for the Mother of Peace, Dr. Hak Ja 

Han, and in a call for greater unity, religious freedom, and cooperation. Bishop Ron Thomas and 

Rev. Mark Abernathy led an interfaith prayer, while speakers including former U.S. 

Representative Dan Burton, Paula White-Cain, former U.S. Ambassador Randy Evans, and 

Rev. Demian Dunkley addressed the importance of standing together across faith traditions. 

Music and fellowship added to the spirit of unity, with performances by gospel artists T.L. Barrett 

and Wess Morgan, joined by Shinyuh Moon, granddaughter of the Mother of Peace, and a youth 

choir. The gathering also commemorated the 50th anniversary of Rev. Sun Myung Moon’s 

historic 1976 Washington Monument rally through an auction of an original painting by his 

daughter, Un Jin Moon. The event reflected UPF’s commitment to bringing people of different 

faiths together to strengthen religious freedom, build partnerships, and work across traditional 

boundaries for peace. 

  

 

  

Walking Side by Side: Peace Road 

Salisbury 

  

Read Full Story  



 

 

On September 12, Peace Road Salisbury 2026 brought together people from diverse faith 

communities for a 1.8-mile walk from Faith Community Church to Parkway Church of God. 

The program, emceed by Senior Pastor John Harrison, featured music from Canvas Church 

and messages from Pastor TJ Smith, Imam Ashraf Ahmed, and speaker Leniva Loan. 

Bishop Greg Morris shared biblical insights and read a proclamation from Salisbury Mayor 

Randy Taylor, while Rev. Susan Fefferman appointed five new Ambassadors for Peace. 

 

Following the walk, participants gathered for a meal hosted by Parkway Church of God, 

enjoying fellowship and expressing enthusiasm to return the following year. Regional 

leaders, including Dr. Michael and Reiko Jenkins and Dr. Zagery Oliver, praised the 

gathering, while Pastor Thomas Hoy highlighted Peace Road during his Sunday service. 

The event demonstrated how walking, worship, fellowship, and service can bring people of 

different faiths together around a shared vision of peace. 

  

 

  

 

UPF USA is 100% funded by donations. Please consider investing in a platform where peace 

leaders come together to turn shared values into shared action. 
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